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For the Christian Herald. 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF 
MR. ROBERT MUNRO. 


Mr. Rosert Munro was a native of Scotland, and descended of 
pious parents, who devoted much of their time to his religious instruc- 
tion. In childhood, he was taught to fear his Maker, to read the Holy 
Scriptures, to repeat the questions of the Shorter Catechism, and com- 
mit to memory various Psalms, Hymns, and other devotional pieces. 
He was regular in seasons of retirement to his closet. At the time he 
left his parents, he entertained a respect for the Lord’s day, and desired 
to be achristian. Until the 20th year of his life, the influence of paren- 
tal instruction on his outward conduct may be clearly traced. But 
shortly after this period, he came to America, when he soon lost every 
good impression from his mind, giving evidence at the same time of 
the most confirmed habits of vice. ‘Though he had evidently never 
been made a partaker of the Divine nature, we must admit, that the 
change in his principles was great, when he deliberately adopted the 
following opinions, which we take from his own record. 

ist. Denying the Bible to be a rule of conduct. 

2nd. The special Providence of God. 

3d. The doctrine of the Trinity. 

4th. The necessity, or obligation of prayer. 

He had now become a deluded infidel, and such principles could not 
fail to lead their possessor into vice. The fruits of such opinions were seen, 

ist, Ina neglect of all Divine Ordinances. 

2nd, Violating the Sabbath by sinful amusements. 

3d, Profane swearing, abuse of talents, neglect of every duty. 

4th, Ingratitude to parents and teachers, and above all, murmuring at 
the dispensations of Providence, for circumstances which his own ex- 
travagance had occasioned. 

During a long season, it pleased God to give him mingled evidences 
of his displeasure and compassion. Often was he visited by the deepest 
remorse of consciégee, and to this were added various incidents, and 
remarkable escapes from death. He has recorded not less than twelve 
instances, in which the Divine goodness was signally displayed in pre- 
serving his life. Often have we heard him recount these interpositions 
in his behalf, and dwell with an elevated heart on that rich passage, 
“ Thou shalt remember all the way, which the Lord thy God led thee 
these forty years, in the wilderness, to humble thee, to proye thee, to 
know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldst keep his command- 
ments or not.” 
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Hitherto, from his arrival in America, Mr. Munro had been a rest 
dent in the District of Columbia ; but in 1802 he received an appoint- 
ment, as a public agent in Detroit, Michigan territory. Of ihe three years 
which he spent in that place, he always spoke with melancholy recollec- 
tions, for there he pursued his accustomed habits of vice, until a provi- 
dential circumstance compelled him to pause. About this time, a con- 
flagration took place, which consumed a great part of the town, and 
swept away all the little property which he had there accumulated. 

He was now cast friendless and poor on the wide world ; it is impos- 
sible to present a picture of the state of his mind at this melancholy pe- 
riod. From the commencement of his difficulties at Detroit, he had 
been overtaken by a succession of the most mortifying circumstances, 
wounded pride, disappointed ambition, gloomy prospects, attended, 
however, with occasional glimmerings of hope. In this state of mind 
he resolved on a voyage to the West Indies, with a view of seeing his 
brother, a resident in the island of Jamaica, a gentleman of great wealth 
and influence. 

He embarked from the city of New-York in the month of February, 
1806. He was now cast on the world at large, evidently dejected and 
unhappy. ‘The weather was cold, and in a few hours after setting sail, 
it was discovered that the vessel had sprung a leak, but this deluded- 
wanderer began now to view all consequences with equal indifference. 
In this state, he opened two packages, which were addressed to him, 
containing the Bible, Rippon’s Hymns, and the Refuge, from a lady in 
New-York, and Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, from the venerable Mrs. 
Graham. Not having access to his own books at this time, and need- 
ing some solace, fie read the Refuge, with a few of the hymns of Cow- 
per, on account of his admiration for the genius of the author. 

At this period Mr: Munro was in declining health, and calculated 
that he should probably never recover. But a storm, which took place 
during the voyage, threatened him with a more speedy dissolution than 
the ravages of disease, and nothing but a special Providence saved him 
from a watery grave. After the storm had subsided, he felt some effects: 
fromthe books which he had read ; a state of doubts, fears and wishes, 
whilst he attempted, occasionally, to raise his thoughts to his Creator. 

Such was his situation when he reached Jamaica, where all the al- 
lurements of pleasure were addressed to him, so well calculated to de- 
stroy serious impressions. But his reduced state of health made him 
averse from gay society, and even the appearance of a stranger gave 
him the deepest distress. 

In this situation he passed several months, feeling the want of some- 
thing which he did not possess. In the day time, he felt weary of life, 
and in the shades of the night, he waited anxiously for the morning 
beam, which he catled his comforter. At length these painful feelings 
were partially removed by an excursion of pleasure to the mountains, 
and the charms of polished life took renewed hold on his heart. But 
He, who had determined to call him by his grace, condescended once 
more to awaken him from this delirium. An attack of yellow fever, 

accompanied with great weakness of breast, disclosed to him fresh 
discoveries of the vanity of the world: 

After a partial recovery from the fever, he determined to retrace his 
steps to America. The reason of this determination appears to have 
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been, that he did not wish te give pain to his relatives, by witnessing 
his death, for the weakness in his lungs had increased to such a degree, 
as to leave but little hope of a permanent recovery. He took leave of 
his brother with a sorrowful heart, so that the boatmen, who conveyed 
him to the vessel, could not help remarking how he wept. He set sail, 
and after a long and perilous voyage, reached the city of Alexandria. 
Soon after his return, as his health unexpectedly improved, he thought 
it his duty to seek some employment, which might yield him a com- 
fortable support. Ample encouragement was given to believe that the 
President would soon appoint him a public agent at Detroit, to collect 
the moneys due on the sale of public lands. But a dread of falling into 
his former vices, caused him to decline an appointment, so pelitely and 
generously proffered. 

But whatever serious impressions Mr. Munro might have had, it was 
evident, they were not sufficiently strong to withstand any very power- 
ful temptations. During his years of darkness, he was always peculiar- 
ly attached to the pleasures of the ball-room. He had resisted many 
signal displays of Providence in his behalf, but that instance of the 
Divine goodness was about to take place, which was to be most happy 
in its consequences: a severe fall, whilst engaged in dancing, and by 
which his wrist was fractured, was the incident to which I allude. It 
produced pain so excruciating, that it had well nigh terminated his life. 
The substance of his reflections was now so various, as not te admit of 
description, The succession of unfortunate events which he had expe- 
rienced, the circumstances which led to the last-mentioned incident, the 
singular manner in which it took place, and the severe pain which it 
occasioned, all conspired to produce a gloomy desperate state of mind, 
which neither asked for, nor wished any solace. 

In this state of mind he wrote a letter to his brother in the West In- 
dies, giving him a narrative of his misfortunes. This letter concluded 
with the following words, which, considering his impenitent state, are 
not a little remarkable: that “ these were medicines, intended by the 
Author of nature to improve the heart, and, by withdrawing its affec- 
tions from the scenes of life, to form that disposition of mind which is 
necessary to qualify it for happiness in a future world.” 

It was, in all probability, whilst writing the above sentences, that the 
first ray of spiritual light streamed forth upon his mind ; for it occurred 
to him most impressively, that the solace of which he spoke, might ac- 
tually be applied; that the many incidents he had experienced ought to 
be attributed to something more than chance; and he prayed, for the 
first time, that they might be sanctified to his present and future benefit. 
Thus commenced the happy consequences, that changed the iron rot 
into a sceptre of love. 

He began by devoting the dusk of the evening to reflection, and 
sometimes to prayer. He read occasionally some chapters in the psalms, 
and the prophecies of Isaiah, but as yet experienced no deep convictions 
of sin; his impressions were dark and fluctuating, witheut any settled 
purpose, nor was he punctual in the few duties which he attempted. 
After these occurrences, which took place in the city of Alexandria, he 
returned to Washington, where he happened to lay his hand on a volume 
ef Blairs, which he read with eagerness, particularly his sermon on the 
advantages of prayer; and he continued occasionally to peruse the Scrip- . 
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tures ; but he was principally employed in searching for passages to pal- 
liate his conduct, aiid to ascertain how far he might look to his Maker 
for the promotion of worldly prosperity. The duties of the closet were 
somewhat better attended, and this was all the progress he made in the 
first two months. With this he would probably have been satisfied, had 
not Providence graciously prepared other means, to awaken in him a 
renewed sense of danger. 

Shortly after this, being on a visit, in Frederic county, in the state of 
Maryland, he passed several days in the company of a groupe of Chris- 
tian females, who displayed in their conversation constant engagedness 
in religion. They eagerly watched for opportunities to strengthen his 
pious resolutions. In their conversation he felt gleams of joy and com- 
fort, which he had not experienced for many years previously. He 
began to love virtue and abhor vice. He retired at night with a grate- 
ful heart, and arose to a repetition of the same enjoyments. The spring 
was just commencing, and every morning there was a fresh display of 
beauty, in the scenes of nature, which, with the continued attention of 
his friends, awakened a succession of pleasing sensations, whilst their 
exemplary piety produced new incitements and resolutions. 

When engaged in ruminating on these late occurrences, in returning 
homeward, he felt, for the first time, an uncommonly vivid perception of 
his fallen, guilty state, which was immediately followed by a brilliant 
perception of the fulness and sufficiency of Jesus Christ. Whilst pon- 
dering in his mind the cause and nature of these impressions, the follow- 
ing words occurred to him with great force, “ Jt is I, be not afraid.” 

Im mediately on returning to Washington, he became regular in his at- 
tendance on the sanctuary ; and, secluding himself, for a season, from 
society, it pleased the Great Head of the church to smile on his inqui- 
ries into the nature and evidences of true religion. 

In May, 1807, he, for the first time, made a public profession of reli- 
gion in the Presbyterian church of Georgetown, District of Columbia, 
then, and at present, under the pastoral care of Dr. S. B. Balch. We 
lament, however, to record, that this public profession of the name of 
Christ was succeeded by a period of lukewarmness and declension. But 
that period was of short continuance. ‘Though the seed of divine grace 
seemed to have died away in his heart, yet was there an imperceptible 
germ surviving the general decay, destined still to flourish in perennial 
beauty. 

Not long after this period he received an appointment to the elder- 
ship of the church, in which he first made a profession; and, shortly 
after that, an appointment as a lay delegate to the General Assembly. 
After the rising of the Assembly, having some plans in view for his fu- 
ture establishment, he went on to the city of New-York. Here he spent 
several weeks, and he has often told the writer of this sketch, that his 
impressions were greatly deepened under the ministry of the Rev. Dr. 
Romeyn. At this time was probably laid the foundation of his future 
eminence in the divine life. ) 

From this to the period of his death, the life of Mr. Munro furnished 
but few materials for the pen of the biographer, being considerably oc- 
cupied in mercantile transactions. In the fall of 1817, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Catherine Crawford, of Chambersburgh, Pa. a young 
lady of engaging manners and fervent piety. 
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We now approach the closing scene of his life. His death, which 
took place in the spring of 1819, was attended by @ircumstances highly 
gratifying to the pious mind. He died of an enlargement of the heart. 
During the winter immediately preceding his death, he was constantly 
confined to his chamber, but he was always accessible to a large circle 
of Christian friends, who never failed to be refreshed by his pious dis- 
course. He spoke with delight of the works of creation, he dilated on 
the wonders of Providence—but, when he touched on the plan of re- 
demption, he seemed to move forward in unlimited fields of truth. Then 
the rapture beaming from his eye, and the glow which kindled on his 
cheek, spoke forth the elevation of his holy soul. It appeared wonder- 
ful to him, that he, a worm of the dust, should ever have been made a 
vessel of mercy, and visited with such rich discoveries of the heavenly 
felicity ; but he sought refuge here in the pleasing fact, that the more 
unworthy the individual the more is the divine mercy glorified in his 
redemption. “ It is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom [ am chief.” 
As he drew nigh to the gates of death, he was girded with supernatural 
powers for the conflict. ‘ Although the figtree shall not blossom, nei- 
ther shall there be fruit in the vine, the labour of the olive shall fail, and . 
the fields shall yield no meat, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
the God of my salvation.” In this delightful frame he fell asleep. It 
was a moment sublimely awful. He died in a foreign land, far from his 
kindred, but his spiritual friends were gathered around him, and per- 
formed the last sad offices for one they deeply revered. 

In reviewing the character of Mr. Munro, we are far from claiming 
for him an exemption from frailty. Errors in principle and practice still 
cling to humanity, even in its most sanctified state. Neither would we 
claim for him any extraordinary powers of mind, except when brought 
to bear on the great plan of redemption. But on this subject we have 
known very accomplished scholars listen to him with pleasure, and even 
with delight. His experience was formed on the model of the inspired 
volume—a diligent and profound student of the holy scriptures, the 
word of God dwelt in him richly, in all wisdom and spiritual understand- 
ing. “ If any man drink of the water that I shall give him, that water 
shall be in-him a well of water springing up unto everlasting life.” 

Great must have been that change which led him to such reverence 
for the sacred volume; for once he had considered it in no other light 
than as a collection of fables ; and it was his daily employment to hunt 
out its supposed errors, with sedulous and malignant curiosity. But now 
there was a tenderness, and even sublimity, in repeating such passages as 
the following—“ Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood.” “ How much more shall the blood of Christ, who,through 
the Eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, purge your con- 


_seience from dead works, to sérve the living God.” “ For the love of 


Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead ; that they which live might not henceforth live to 
themselves, but unto: Him who died for them, and rose again.” 

Religion was the great theme which occupied his conversation.— 
“¢ Come and hear all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul,”? was his habitual invitation to the followers of the 
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Saviour. Whenever he beheld the image of the Saviour, that image he 
loved. 

The love of retirement and prayer was the secret spring of his spi- 
ritual prosperity. Few men have better understeod that new and living 
way into the holiest of all, which our Redeemer has disclosed. Before 
the mercy seat he wept, and wrestled, in the light of the morning and 
the shades of the evening. 

His practice in the world corresponded with his high attainments in 
the closet. As a husband, a friend, the head of a family, an officer of 
the charch, he was exemplary. 

In this brief summary of his character, justice requires us to mention 
that benevolence which ever distinguished him towards professing 
Christians of every name. Though he deprecated that species of chari- 
ty which smiles with complacency, even on the most fatal errors, yet was 
he ever warm in his attachment to all who held those principles essen- 
tial to salvation. But a few days previously to his death he expressed a 
wish that he might yet be able to visit a distant friend of the Episcopal 
church, whose virtues he highly valued, and by whose conversation he 
had often been edified. 

From this narrative we learn, 

ist. The importance of a pious education. Notwithstanding all his 
exertions, he could never entirely release his conscience from the re- 
straints which it imposed. When pursuing vice with an eager and unfalter- 
ing step, he was still haunted by the recollection of a mother’s prayers, a 
mother’s tears. It has indeed been frequently remarked, that the chil- 
dren of pious parents are more vicious than the children of parents: sim- 
ply moral, and this defection is often attributed to the rigour of religious 
discipline. But this reasoning we reject with disdain. That the vices 
of persons piously educated are more frequently the subject of remark 5 
that such persons are oftener assailed as more splendid trophies for the 
destroyer ; and when the restraints of education are once successfully 
loosened, that their descent into the pit of profligacy is more impetuous, 
we hesitate not to believe. But when we look at a few instances of de- 
fection among the children of discipline, we are not to forget its myste- 
rious influence, in training thousands of decided piety, whom it has po- 
lished into pillars for the spiritual temple. 

2d. The utility of Christian exertion.—Never were the means of 
grace addressed to a more forlorn and hopeless subject. But his pious 
friends could not relinquish the hope, that, at some future time, he might 
be brought to partake in the blessings of the Gospel. When about to 
sail for the West Indies, his dejected situation touched the heart of the 


late Mrs. Isabella Graham, who interceded for him by special prayer, 


at a throne of grace. Richly must she have felt herself rewarded by his 
subsequent life, and those many hours of pious, edifying conversation 
which he afterwards passed with her, employed in mutually adoring 
the mysterious ways of Providence. 

Sd. The excellence of Christianity Should any ask, why we have 
developed that part of Mr. Munro’s life, when the love of sin reigned 
with such a triumphant influence, we reply, to exalt Christianity, to 
display its adaptedness to the wretched state of men. This system can 
produce innumerable multitudes of penitents, who testify that they have 
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found forgiveness through the mercy it unfolds. Christianity is going on 
rapidly to the completion of her triumph. Wherever religion rears her 
monuments, whether on the banks of the Ganges, amidst the deserts of 
Arabia, in the crowded city, the huts of poverty, or the halls of science, 
on those monuments will be written HOLINESS TO THE LorD. 

4th. We here behold the sovereignty of grace-—We may use with 
diligence all the means of grace, but without the divine blessing all will 
be in vain. Neither is he that planteth, nor he that watereth any thing, 
but God that giveth the increase. God will humble the pride of man, that 
no flesh shall-glory in his presence. He is an infinitely glorious Sove- 
reign. He touched the Universe, and it bloomed as a lively offering at 
his august feet. ; 

Reader, art thou reconciled to this great Being by the blood ef the 
Lamb? B. 

Snow-Hill, Maryland. 





For the Christian Heraid. 
THE CHRISTIAN SLAVE. 


Tr was a little past sunset, when I began to be anxious to find a placé 
where, for the night, I might rest my weary body, after a day’s ride 
under a sultry sun.—I was travelling in S. Carolina, and was not now 
far from a branch of the Cooper river. My reflections were pleasing, 
though tinged with melancholy, for I was far away from kindred and 
friends,—a stranger ina strange land. Whilst memory was recalling 
the scenes of reality, which like the visions of a dream, were now no 
more, a fancy throwing around me the veil of anticipated scenes,—t 
came to an old church. The county here is a dead level, and its surface 
is covered with thinly scattered pines. The church*stood solitary ; not 
a house in sight: it was built of wood, but was much decayed. The 
breezes of evening were gently sighing through the tops of the long- 
leafed pines which stood near, whilst still nearer stood several large 
live oaks, which spread out their aged arms, as if to shelter what was 
sacred. On their limbs hung in graceful folds the long gray moss, as if @ 
mantle of mourning, waving over a few decayed tombs at the east side 
of the church. ‘These oaks gave the place a very sombre and awful 
appearance ; they seemed to stand as silent mourners over the dust of 
several generations, that had already sunk into the grave, and waiting in 
solemn expectation, that others would also soon come and lie beneath 
their shades in the long sleep of death. The time of day, and the sa- 
credness of the spot, were so congenial to my own feelings, that I inve- 
luntarily stopped my horse. 

My cufiosity was now excited by seeing a very aged negro standing 
and gazing steadily on a small decaying tomb ; he seemed to be intent, 
and did not observe me; his woolly locks were whitened by age ; his 
countenance was manly, though it bore the marks of sorrow; he was 
leaning on his smooth-worn staff, the companion of many years. I was 
somewhat surprised on seeing this aged African silently meditating 
among these vestiges of the dead, and accordingly aroused him from his 
reverie; he started at first, but his confidence was soon gained. There 
is a spring in the bosom of every christian, which throws a joy into his 
heart, whenever he meets a fellow christian, during his pilgiimage here 
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below. I soon found the old negro to be an eminent christian, and we 
soon were acquainted. I inquired what motive induced him, at that hour 
of the day, to visit these tombs. Instead of answering my question di- 
rectly, he gave me the following account of himself, in broken lan- 
guage -— 

About 60 years ago, and this negro was living under his paternal 
roof in Africa ; he was the son of a chief of a small tribe, the pride of 
his parents, and the delight of his countrymen; none could more dex- 
trously throw the dart, none more skilfully guide the fragile canoe over 
the bosom of the deep. He was not far from 20 years of age, when on 
a fair summer’s morn, he went in his little canoe to spend the day in fish- 
ing. About noon he paddled his bark to the shore, and under the shade 
of a beautiful palmetto tree, he reclined till the heat of noon-day should 


be past. He was young, healthy, and active; he knew no foe whom he’ 


dreaded, he was a stranger to fear, and he dreamed only of security, as he 
slept under the shade of his own native tree. Thus while our sky is 
encircled by the bow of happiness, we forget that it may soon be over- 
spread with darkness. When this African awoke, he found his hands 
bound behind him, his feet fettered, and himself surrounded by several 
white men, who were conveying him on board of their ship ;—it was a 
slave ship. The vessel had her cargo completed, and was ready to sail. 
As they were unfurling the sails, the son of Africa, with many others of 
his countrymen, for the last time, cast his eyes upon his native shores. 
Futurity was dark, was uncertain, was despair! His bosom thrilled with 
anguish, as he threw his last farewell look over the plains of his native 
country. ‘There was his native spot where he had lived, there the home of 
his infancy and childhood, there the place where he had inhaled his 
earliest hreath—and to tear him from these, seemed like breaking the 
very strings of his heart. 

After amelanchdly passage, during which this African was forced to 
wear double the irons, to receive double the number of lashes, that any 
of his companions received, on account of his refractory spirit, he was 
at length landed and sold to a planter in the place where he now resides. 
There is nothing new, nothing novel or interesting that ever takes place 
in the life of a slave—you describe one day, and you write the memoirs 
of a slave. The sun, indeed, continues to roll over him, but it sheds 
upon him no new joys, no new prospects, no new hopes: So it was with 
the subject of this narrative. His master was naturally a man of a very 
Lumane disposition, but his overseers were often little else than com- 
pounds of vice and cruelty. In this situation the negro lost all his natu- 
ral independence and bravery. He often attempted to run away, but was 
as often taken and punished. Having no cultivated mind to which he 
could look for consolation—knowing of no change that was ever to take 
place in his situation, he settled down in gloominess. Often would he 
send a silent sigh for the home of his youth; but his path showed but few 
marks of happiness, and few rays of hope for futurity were drawn by 
fancy’s hand. Sunk in despondency and vice, he was below the brutes 
around him. 

In this situation he was accidentally met by the good minister of the 
parish, who addressed him as a rational and immortal being, and pressed 
upon him the first principles of religion. This was a new subject, for he 
had never before looked beyond the narrow bounds before him; nor had 
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he ever dreamed of a world beyond this. After a long conversation on 
this subject, the minister got him to promise that he would now “ attend 
to his soul.” 

After this interview the clergyman could not, for many months, obtain 
an interview with his new pupil, who most carefully shunned him. But, 
though afraid to meet his minister, he still felt an arrow of conviction in 
his heart. Wherever he went, whether asleep or awake, to use his own 
words, his promise, “ me take care of soul, stick close to him.” He now 
began in earnest to seek “ the one thing needful.” By the kindness of 
his master he learned to read his Testament, and to inquire more and 
more about Jesus. He was now very desirous to see his minister; and 
before a convenient opportunity occurred, he was in such distress of 
mind as actually to attempt two several times to kill himself. His minis- 
ter visited him, conversed and prayed with him. Oh,” he would say, 
* God never think such poor negro, he no love so much sinner, he no 
before ever see such bad heart!” The mercy of Christ, and his com- 
passion towards sinners were explained to him, and his soul was filled 
with “ joy and peace in believing.” He now rejoiced and thanked God 
that he was brought from his native shores, as he had a fairer country 
and purer enjoyments presented to his view, after the visions of this 
transitory world shall be over. He now became more industrious, and 
more faithful. By uncommon industry he raised money sufficient to 
purchase his own freedom. He next bought the liberty of his wife, and 
had nearly completed paying for that of his only daughter when she was 
liberated by the hand of death. His wife soon followed her, and left this 
world a perfect void to the husband and father. His every tie that 
bound him to earth was now broken. Having no earthly enjoyment left, 
he now placed his affections on heaven alone. It is easy for the Christian 
to make rapid progress in holiness when not fettered by worldly cares. 

It was now dark, and I must leave my new acquaintance. I left him 
with his face wet with tears, still standing beside the tomb—the tomb of 
his old minister! This good man had been his faithful and constant 
guide, and though his ashes had been slumbering for years, the negro 
had not yet forgotten how to weep at their urn. I could not but admire 
the goodness, and the wonderful dealings of God, in order to bring men to 
himself. Happy minister! who hast been the instrument of covering 
multitudes of sins! Happy negro! his is not this world. Though no 
sculptured marble may tell the traveller where he may shortly lie— 
though he never trod the thorny road of ambition or power—though the 
trumpet of fame never blew the echo of his name through a gaping world 
—still those eyes, which will soon be closed in death, may hereafter 
awake, to behold, undaunted, a world in flames, and these heavens fleeing 
away. SOLIVAGUS. 
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For the Christian Herald. 
THE STRANGER. 


Tue following occurrence took place while I was on a visit to a neigh- 
bouring city. The only inducement to its publicity is, it may possibly 
fall into the hand of persons under similar painful impressions; and, 
through the smiles of a compassionate Saviour, be the means of their in- 
struction and relief. 

Vou. VII. 18 
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On the morning of May the 28th, 1821, as I was walking up one of 
the principal streets, a well dressed gentleman, apparently about twenty- 
five years of age, suddenly came to my side and said, “ Sir, are youa 
minister ?”—Yes, Sir— Are you in the habit of praying for the dis- 
tressed ?””——Yes, Sir, it is my pleasing duty.—“ Then, Sir, will you, as 
you journey, pray for me?” By this time, coming to the corner of a 
street, and perceiving a shady place, I invited the stranger to step aside 
for a few minutes, and inform me the cause of his distress. He did so, 
and said, “ the cause of my trouble is the anger of God against me for 
my sins. God, has cast me off in wrath, and hid his face from me.” 
How long, Sir, have you been under this painful apprehension? “ About 
two years. lk have read the Bible very frequently, but to me it has no 
light, no life—affords me no relief.” Your case, Sir, is certainly severe ; 
yet, you must not consider yourself singular in affliction. Job, with tears 
confessed, I went mourning without the sun, xxx. 28.; but, the sun of 
mercy arose again upon him, and his latter end was twice better than the 
beginning; and I hope the sum of righteousness will arise and shine 
upon you. You certainly, Sir, said right, that the Bible could give you 
no light, or life ; for, it is only as the glass of the window which admits 
the light; and that light must shine, or certainly the window itself cannot 
give any. The Spirit of light and life from Christ must shine upon 
your mind through the medium of the Bible; then, all your clouds of 
thick darkness will vanish away, and in God’s light you will see light. 
Perhaps you may not have sufficiently thought on this way of God’s 
giving light and life to the soul of man; if so, you may now perceive 
your duty and privilege, under the pressure of your darkness, to pray 
for the Spirit of light to shine upon your heart. “ Indeed, Sir, said he, I 
have not thought that this wasthe way for my relief. I am confused. The 
wrath of God upon me is so heavy that it bears me down. I have not a 


single spark of light; no, not one thing to give me hope. O, God, what. 


shall I do! !”—Looking at this gentleman’s person, and perceiving him 
greatly debilitated, I inquired concerning the state of his health; to 
which he replied, “ My health is greatly reduced; I dare not eat animal 
food; whem I take a refreshment, which promises nourishment, it 
speedily produces an effect which agitates my whole frame; and, for 
aught I know, it operates on the mind, and makes me much worse; so 
that I may well confess that I am a very miserable creature.” Sir, may 
I ask where you attend religious worship? “I sometimes go to the 
Moravian church. Last Sunday morning I was so distressed that I 
did not dare attend any place. In the afternoon it was the same, and 
shut myself in my room. I opened the Bible to read it, but to me it was 
all dark. In my distress I directly fell down on my knees and wept 
prayer, for I could not speak, for a feeling of the wrath of God pressed 
me down. Indeed, I expect no other than to go down to the black- 
ness of hell forever. Did you, Sir, ever meet with a case like mine ?” 
It is a little singular that you should have addressed your inquiries to me 
this morning; for I can assure you that I have met with many cases like 
your own. I have the charge of two public institutions in the city of 
New-York, in which such cases frequently occur; so that you may take 
full liberty in making to me whatever communications your inclinations 
may dictate. Your painful apprehension of suffering the wrath of God 
in hell for ever is capable of relief ; for, it is positively asserted in the 
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Scripture, that Christ, our great High Priest, and continual Intercessor, 
is able to save to the uttermost, them that come unto God by him. Heb. 
vii. 25. Now, Sir, the great thing for you to determine is, whether your 
soul, with all its sins and cares, does most sincerely and ardently desire to 
come to God only by Christ; then the conclusion is easy. For, Christ 
is able to save you to the uttermost, notwithstanding all your apprehen- 
sions of future misery. Likewise, be assured, that if the misery you feel 
should exceed the bounds of the ability of Jesus to relieve, then he can- 
not save to the uttermost ; which, you must be disposed te confess, would 
upon Him be the highest reflection! ‘To this the stranger replied, “ What 
you say, Sir, is conclusive; but, what shall I say, who cannot take com- 
fort from this, or any thing else. I often read such passages, but they 
are not for me. I take up the Bible, and constantly read it, and yet te 
me it is a dark and sealed book. Tell me what I shall do?” Suppose 
I recommend you to-read, what I am in the habit of calling my favourite 
Psalm ; it is the 103d. It may be to your advantage to confine yourself 
to the reading of this psalm only for some days, as it is frequently the 
case that persons under distress of mind turn from one passage of scrip- 
ture to another without fixing upon any to their advantage. I will re- 
peat three or four verses to you out of this excellent psalm: “ The Lord 
as merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He 
will not always chide ; neither will he keep his anger for ever. He hath 
not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Like asa father 
pitieth his children, so the Lorn pitieth them that fear him. For he 
Knoweth our frame ; he remembereth that we are dust,” 8—14. “ Yes, 
Sir,” said the gentleman, “I will read the psalm, for I know that I am 
but dust indeed.”” I assured him, that if God had dealt with us accord- 
ing to our sins, and rewarded us according to our iniquities, he might 
justly have doomed all mankind to the depth of liell ; he would not have 
given his son Jesus to die for our sins; no throne of grace would have 
been opened for us; nor would he have given one encouraging promise 
to approach his presence. At these sentiments he sighed, and appa- 
rently wiped away his silent tears. Will you be willing, Sir, said I, to 
tell me what sin in particular most weighs down your spirits? He repyed, 
“T do think I have committed the unpardonable sin against the Holy 
Ghost, which will not be forgiven in this life, nor in that which is to 
come. This, with all my other sins upon me, make me distracted. Can 
you give me any advice?” I must inform you, Sir, that in my long in- 
tercourse with persons under great mental distress, I have genérally 
found that when Satan, their great adversary, was about to fill up their 
cup of sorrow, he injected into their minds the apprehension of having 
that unpardonable sin; for this gives aggravating bitterness to all the 
rest. Although I strongly question the possibility of any persen being 
capable of committing that sin, since the ascension of Jesus to glory, I 
will just say, with a view to your relief, that, if your soul be impressed 
with a sense of its sins in general, the necessity of a Saviour’s mercy, 
and, as you have informed me, make strong efforts in prayer to your 
offended God, for light, through his word, to shine upon your heart, these 
lead me to indulge a persuasion that you have not committed the unpar- 
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donable sin against the Holy Ghost; and that your apprehensions of it 
arise merely from the force of temptation. I hope the Lord will grant 
you speedy deliverance of this evil snare, and visit your breast with the 
riches of his mercy! Besides, if you had committed that sin, you would 
now be careless both of its nature and its consequences ; and, so far from 
a fear or dread, you would pursue a course of stupidity, hardness, and 
disobedience, and most certainly would not have possessed those feelings 
which you have this morning so freely described. To this statement, 
the stranger made no reply. I took the liberty of saying, Sir, may I 
ask your name? He replied, “ I would rather withhold it; principally 
for the sake of my family connexions.” He presented me his hand, 
while his heart appeared to be full of grief; thanked me for my advice, 
and we parted, possibly never to meet together again on earth. I regret 
that I did not solicit the favour of this gentleman to forward me a letter, 
should the Lord restore his mind to peace, though he should still choose 


to conceal his name. 
JOHN STANFORD. 
New-York, June 26, 1821. 


A similar case to that of the afflicted SrRANGER, is poetically descri- 
bed by Dr. Watts, in his 38th Psalm. 


Amidst thy wrath remember love, Too heavy they for me to bear, 
Restore thy servant, Lord; Too hard for me t’ atone. 
Nor let a Father’s chastening prove ; 
Like an avenger’s sword. My thoughts are like a troubled sea, 
My head still bending down ; 
Thine arrows stick within my heart, And I go mourning all the day, 
My flesh is sorely press’d ; Beneath my Father’s frown. 
Between the sorrow and the smart, . ‘ 
My spirit finds no rest. My God, forgive my follies past, 
And be for ever nigh; 
My sins a heavy load appear, O Lord of my salvation, haste, 
And o’er my head are gone ; Before thy servant die. 





For the Christian Herald. 
ADDRESS OF THE WESTCHESTER PRESBYTERY. 


To the Ministers of the Gospel, and Christian Public of our acquaint- 
ance, the Presbytery of Westchester send Greeting : 


BELOvED, 

We are apprized of the reports in circulation, respecting this body, 
particularly in relation to the Doctrine of the Trinity, calculated to ex- 
cite jealousies, and disaffection towards us. We therefore have thought 
it incumbent on us, for the usefulness and respectability of our body, and 
the promotion of the general cause of religion, to publicly declare our dis- 
avowal of those sentiments ascribed to us in those reports, and exhibit our 
sentiments to the Christian world. 

As to those reports, and evil surmisings, whether they originate in 
the imprudence, ignorance or malevolence of some, we do not undertake 
to determine. 

The particular object of this letter, therefore, is to remove those as- 
persions cast upon us, by making an explicit declaration of our sentiments. 
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It is indeed difficult to select any system of doctrines of divinity, which 
perfectly accords with the mind of every individual of any ecclesiastical 
body: yet we are fully persuaded that we are unanimous in doctrinal 
Opinions, as any association or Presbytery in the United States; and 
that we do not essentially differ from those who are generally reputed 
orthodox. We acknowledge ourselves to be Congregationalists in Church 
Government and discipline; but as it respects our views of the Doctrines of 
Grace, we are essentially the same as other bodies that are denominated 
Calvinists. Therefore, we would refer every person who wishes to know 
our sentiments, to our Confession of Faith and the Westminster Cate- 
chism, which we consider on the whole, as containing a concise and ex- 
cellent statement of the Doctrines of the Gospel. With respect to the 
doctrines of Arius, Soctngus and SaBe.uivs, (the last of which we have 
been reported as maintaining,) we unanimously reject them, as being un- 
scriptural, and repugnant to the true Gospel of Christ. 

From the 14th Article of our Confession of Faith, some have su 
posed that the Doctrine of Sabellianism might be inferred ; but we do not 
put such construction upon it ; but consider it a fair and full acknowledg- 
ment of the Divinity of the Father, and of the Word, and of the Holy 
Ghost, and that the inference is groundless. We do therefore publicly 
declare our belief in the Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, which is-ex- 
plicitly taught in the word of God ; and which, notwithstanding the Holy 
Ghost has not explained the mystery to us, has fully declared it, as 1st 
John vy. 7. There are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, and 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one. Matt. xxviii. 
13. Go ye therefore teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost be with you ali. Amen. 

Signed by Order of Presbytery, 
SILAS CONSTANT, Moderator. 
E. H. Day, Clerk. 


June 6th, 1821. 


Our highly respected friend, at whose request we insert the above address, de- 
sires the Editors of the Religious Intelligencer, New-Haven, and the Boston Re- 
corder, to give it a place in their respective papers: 


Xntelligence. 


i mnanienmeamenl 


ENGLAND.—ANNIVERSARIES IN May. 


WE received our London publications, for June, too late to introduce into our 
last number an account of the various anniversaries which are celebrated in Lon- 
don, during the month of May ; we shall now give a concise sketch of the proceed- 
ings of these noble institutions, which are carrying on a powerful warfare against 
the Prince of Darkness, in various parts of the earth. 

The following remarks of the London “ Missionary Register,” on the manner of 
conducting these meetings, are so entirely in accordance with our own opinions, 
we shall copy them. Wherever it can be rendered practicable, it would be found 
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highly beneficial to condense all expressions of thanks into one or two motions. 
Such grateful acknowledgment by the servants of Christ, fer the aid rendered by 
their fellow seryants to the cause of their common Master, has the warrant of 
Apostolical example; and may ‘ve rendered subservient to the increase of kind 
feelings and of Christian zeal: but its tendency to excess and to injury has been 
felt and lamented, and should be guarded against with care by all sincere Chris- 
tians. The exchange of the Motions of Thanks for Resolutions which have refe- 
rence to the proceedings of the year, has had the best effect where this plan has 
been adopted ; as it leads the Committees of the respective Societies to bring before 
the Meetings a condensed view of those Proceedings, and induces the Speakers to 
dwell on the actual business of the Society.” 


British and Poreign Bible Society.—Seventeenth Anniversary. 


The Noble President of the Society, the Right Hon. Lord Teign- 
mouth, having taken the Chair, at the Annual Meeting at Freemasons’ 
Hall, on Wednesday, the 2nd of May, the Report was read by the Rev. 
John Owen, assisted by his son. 

The Issues of Books and the state of the Funds were as follows :— 


Issues of the Scriptures within the Year. 


i a eee ee Le ee ee 
Testaments, - : - : : - - 142,129 


Total, coe Ce sag sy 





making, with the copies issued, at the expense of the Society, from 


Foreign Presses, since the commencement of the Institution, THREE 


MILLION, TWO HUNDRED AND ONE THOUSAND, AND SEVENTY-EIGHT. 
Receipts of the Year. 


Total Receipts, - ete. - $396,243 33 
In which are included—-Contributions from 
Auxiliary Societies, - - = ieee 00 
Sale of Bibles and Testaments, Reports, &c. 116,766 00 


being nearly $18, ,000 short of the Receipts of the Sixteenth Year, while 


the Audited Account exhibits the following increase in the amount of 
Annual Senne, ef bao oste 1 ae 2 eo iD Gg 
Benefactions, - . . - - - $5,390 00 
Congregational Collections, - - = = $4,960 00 


Contributions from Auxiliaries, - - - - $5,270 00 
The deficiency in the aggregate Receipts occurs chiefly in the amount 
of Bibles and Testaments sold, and in that of Legacies received. 


Payments of the Year. 
These haveamountedto - = - $353,604 00 
The Society is under engagements, w which will become payable in the 
course of its current year, to the amount of about $178,000 00 
In opening the Meeting, the Noble President remarked— 


I must express my sincere regret at the absence of one, whose presence at our 
Anniversaries has ever been cheered with congratulations, ahd whose pious, affec- 
tionate and impressive eloquence never failed to impart sympathetic feelings to all 
who had the delight tohear him. Your expectations will not be disappointed when 
1 mention the name of Wilberforce: he has reluctantly submitted to the urgent en- 

treaties of his friends, to deny himself the pleasure of attending this Meeting, in 
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consequence of the state of his health, which renders repose indispensable to the 
preservation of it. 


The Earl of Harrowby, in moving the adoption of the Report, obser- 
ved, in reference to the progress of the Society :-— 


It is indeed a most interesting and important page of Universal History ; but it 
differs in this respect from other histories, that, instead of being, as they are, chiefly 
a history of the crimes and the miseries of men—of their jarring interests, and the 
wretchedness which their crimes have brought upon the world—this contains a his- 
tory of the diffusion of that Word, by which alone those crimes can be lessened, 
and those miseries alleviated ; and which, in due time—a time known only to that 
Being who rules over all—shall bring about a state, wherein Universal History shall 
become more and more barren of those events, which, since the creation of the 
world, have at once adorned and disgraced it. 


The Bishop of Gloucester particularly adverted to the sEASONABLE- 
NESS of the present dissemination of the Scriptures :— 


We live, my Lord, in times of an extraordinary description—of rapid, wonderful, 
and most important changes; which we could not have foreseen, and the result of 
which we hardly dare to estimate. I would not hazard a political opinion on the 
subject, but refer merely to the fact. 

Whatever alterations may take place in the form and constitutions of any of the 
Governinents on the Continent, how inconceivably important is it that the only 
Oracle and Standard of right opinions, the only Prompter of right motives, should 
be universally distributed ; being the only means by which liberty can be prevented 
from degenerating into licentiousness. The ancient Superstitions, by which the 
judgments of men on religious subjects have been so long fettered and enchained, 
seem also to afford evident symptoms of decay and destruction. How important, 
then, that the Bible, which can alone supply equally the vacuities, and fill the 
opening left for new impressions, should be placed in every hand, set before every 
eye, and be ready to enter into every heart—that the light from above should anti- 
cipate or supersede the sparks of human kindling—and that, in such a fluctuating 
sea of opinions, each sect should find, in the Word of God, an anchor sure and 
steadfast! 

Toa most extraordinary extent, and with a rapidity almost supernatural, educa- 
tion is spreading in every direction. In France, above one thousand schools are 
said to have been established in five years, and to be in full and vigorous operation. 
How important, then, that the Bible should keep pace with the capacity of reading 
—should be, where admitted, the lesson of every child; and, at all events, be at 
hand to satisfy his awakened appetite for information, and to teach him whose mind 
will be newly athirst after knowledge—that knowledge which alone makes wise 
unto Salvation ! 

But, above ali, the seasonableness of our success is apparent from the extraor- 
dinary efforts whiclli are now making in an opposite direction. The powers of 
Darkness cannot permit to remain, unnoticed and unopposed, this extensive invasion 
of their long comparatively unmolested reign. In our land, most particularly, as 
the strong hold of the Bible, the Spirit of Evil at this time labours hard to undermine 
and overthrow every principle of good, by infidel, by immoral, and by seditious 
publications. The Press is his favourite engine, and he is working it to the utmost. 
How incalculably important, then, that he should be met, in every case, on his own 
ground: and that the Press, which introduces the poison, should be made, univer- 
sally, to furnish the antidote ! 


We extract the Address of the Rev. William Jowett, as it contains a 
narrative of interesting circumstances, in which he bore a share :— 


I feel in some degree happy, that it should fall to my lot to address this Meeting, 
after the eloquent appeals which you have just heard ; because, as an invalid, this 
circumstance furnishes me both with an apology and a motive for passing over my 
ground as quickly as possible ; but, having been announced as one of the Secreta- 
ries of the Malta Bible Society, I should fail in my duty, were I not to express our 
deep debt of gratitude to this Society. 

Perhaps few persons have more reason than myself to feel the greatness of this 
debt ; for, having assisted at the first Institution of our Malta Society, when we 
formed a resolution that the Version of Archbishop Martini should be the only 
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Italian Version circulated by us, I knew at that time of only one copy of that work 
WITHOUT NOTES in the island, and that single copy was in my possession. Ina 
small company of Christians who assembled at my house for the purpose of reading 
the Scriptures, that copy was used; we read it in turn; and I have seen at my 
table the Syriac, the Arabic, the Hebrew, the Greek, the German, the English, the 
French, and the manuscript Maltese Scriptures, in the hands of the different persons 
assembled ; while this single copy of Martini went round from hand to hand, and 
each read five verses in his turn. 

While we are bound to thank the Bible Society for giving us the Italian Scrip- 
tures, I may also state, that, not only was the scarcity of the Scriptures great, but 
the necessity for them also was evident from the desire to obtain them; and, in 
order to show how unacquainted with them many persons in the Mediterranean 
are, I might mention, that, one evening, one of our company, who had not arrived 
when we began reading, having entered the room, and it being announced to him 
that we were reading in the Gospel of St. Luke, he knew so little where to find the 
place, that he was looking for it in the Revelations. 

The Churches of Greece, I hope, are reviving ; and, while hearing the Report, I 
was happy to observe one thing, that though mention was made of Catholic and 
Protestant Opponents, not one word was said of Greek Opponents. Yet there is 
great reason for hastening to give the Scriptures to Greece; since not only in 
England, in France, and in Italy, may Infidelity be found, but I have seen, even on 
the classic soil of Greece, the works of Voltaire. 

But I must proceed to offer a few observations respecting Abyssinia, and that re- 
markable Version of the Scriptures in the Amharic Dialect, to which the Report 
alludes. Were all the circumstances of this Version detailed, they would prove, 
that, although we may readily admit that miracles have ceased, yet there is often 
such a Providential coincidence of unforeseen circumstances, as evidently declares 
a work to be of God. Such circumstances have often occurred in the history of the 
Bible Society, and the present instance seems to call us to take our stand in Abys- 
sinia. This Version was undertaken, so far as appears on the face of printed docu- 
ments, from motives chiefly literary ; and thus we see how it pleases God to bring in 
the aid of literature, to promote His own glory. It was about the year 1806, a period 
when this Society had not long existed, and when it had yet to struggle through do- 
mestic controversies, the report of which never reached, and I trust never will reach 
the feudal Chieftains and hardy Mountaineers of Abyssinia, that this work was 
commenced in Cairo, by a learned Native. At the moment when I first entered on 
negotiation with the proprietor of the work, he had just received an interdict from 
Rome, which virtua]ly restrained the printing of it. Had it taken its course to the 
Vatican, it might have slumbered there for centuries, instead of reaching, as it now 
has done, our literary friends in the Universities, by whom it will be prepared for the 
service of this Society. 

How honourable is this event for our country ! Nearly twenty years have elapsed 
since the British name was made known at the mouth ofthe Nile, by the thunder of 
our cannon, I have twice passed over that scene, by day and by night: all was still 
and calm: excepting the name of * Nelson’s Island,” there remains no memoria? 
of the havoc and destruction, the groans and misery, which that scene once witnessed. 
There was silence still as death! Far different is the character in which you will 
now make our country to appear. Yours it is to visit the coy sources of the Nile 
with the Abyssinian Scriptures—to bring peace to the afflicted Natives—and to 
teach them a song of praise, which they will prolong for ever in the realms of bliss 
above. Nor can I believe that the blessing of this work will be confined to Abys- 
sina. Sure I am that Christianity, once reanimated in that country, whether she 
look to the right, to that land now falsely called ‘* Arabia the Blessed,” or, to the 
left, aver those dense and barbarous regions of Africa, which no man ever yet cailed 
Blessed—she will certainly impart her benign character, and scatter blessings on 
every side. 

I feel reluctant to say any thing which might seem personal, yet perhaps I might 
claim the congratulations of this Assembly, when I state that this is to me the anni- 
versary of the day, when, for the last time, I trod the shores of Alexandria, ready 
to embark on the morrow with this invaluable treasure. Never did I feel so over- 
whelmed in the prospects of a voyage: Abyssinia seemed to me to say, ‘* Omnia 
mea lecum portas.” Now these anxieties are exchanged for gratitude and joy. 

Your congratulations, however, are perhaps more justly due to one, whom your 
Lordship brought to our recollection early in this Meeting, and whose absence and 
indisposition we all so much regret; when I allude to him, and to his interest in 
Africa, 1 feel myself as nothing. In these days of enterprise, that man is not to be 
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accounted the weary and worn traveller, who can relate a few hair-breadth es- 
capes from death; but he rather, who, conflicting for twenty years with the storms 
of parliamentary debate, till he dropped anchor ‘safe in the successful measure of 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, even then enjoyed but little rest, but has ever 
since, for these fifteen years, been on a ceaseless cruize, chasing the Demons that 
yet scow! misery on the shores of Africa, and defiance to British benevolence. But, 
iy lord, when that distinguished individual whom we so highly honour, and not 
more honour than love, reflects on this great acquisition for Abyssinia, and com- 
bines with it the success which has attended the Missions on the Western Coast 
—when he remembers, that as the lightning cometh from the east, and shincth unto 
the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be—he may yet iadulge hope for that 
afflicted Continent: and, should his present sickness be even unto death, he may 
lay his head with composure on his dying pillow, and feel that for Africa, as well 
as for himself, there is a more blessed region in prospect, Where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and where the weary are at rest. 


In reference to the same quarter of the world, Lord Calthorpe express- 
ed his gratification, as his Lordship had done at the meeting of the 
Church Missionary Society, at the state of many of the liberated Ne- 
groes in Sierra Leone :— 


I cannot forbear referring to another scene of this Society’s exertions, which 
seems to me to afford the most satisfactory evidence of the success which has attend+ 
ed its foreign operations. ‘The beneficial effects which have resulted from the dis- 
persion of the Seriptures in Africa, have been already proved by the pleasing infor- 
mation that the funds of this institution have been aided by contributions received 
even from that interesting portion of the globe ; and I have just had put into my 
hands a paper, containing evidence of the same fact. 


The extract which I am about to read is from a Report of a Speech 
made at the meeting of the Bible Society in Sierra Leone :— 


“¢ Gentlemen—Excuse me, for 1 can’t talk plain. I thank the Lord that he has 
performed this great work—that he has sent the Bible. I was sold. twice in my 
country ; and it has pleased the Lord to bring me in this Colony. When I was 
brought here first, 1 was ignorant—I was blind—I knew nothing of Jesus Christ. 
I saw some people go to pray to God, but I did not know what they were about. 
it has pleased the Lord to send his servant with the Bible ; and when he preach 
and proclaim the Word, then the Word struck me—then my eyes opened, and I 
saw whatI am. By thisI see that the Lord pitied poor men. About four years 
ago I was inthe way of sin, but it has pleased the Lord to lift me up with His migh- 
ty hand. The Lord says, Search the Scriptures: there you shall find eternal life. 
I do search them, and I know the Word of God is the truth. God is no respecter 
of persons.” 

Ihave, perhaps, been the more disposed to introduce this extract, because, I con- 
fess, to my own mind nothing can more strikingly manifest the sovereignty of Divine 
Grace, and the real greatness of Christianity, than when its influence is thus shown 
on those who were lately the most despised of the human race. There is something 
in the attestation thus borne to the simple, original, and inextinguishable character 
of Christianity, which is in the highest degree consoling and elevating to the mind : 
and I am sure that the satisfactory evidence which we have thus afforded to us of 
the growing faith and hope and consistency of this poor African, will not lose any 
of its proper and delightful influence on our own minds, because we find, that, by 
it and the Resolution which I hold in my hand, the very extremes of Human Socie- 
ty are, as it were, brought into close proximity in the support of this great cause ; 
and I am convinced, I could scarcely have adduced a proof of the benefit of this 
Institution more remarkable, than when it is found awakening such feelings in the 
minds of those who have but dately acquired the privilege even of human beings; 
and that I should not have brought forward an instance more gratifying to the Hlus- 
trious Individual now present, who has always distinguished himself by his exer- 
tions in behalf of the unhappy negro Race., 


This allusion. of his Lordship was to His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Gloucester, to whom and the other Members of the Royal Family 
who patronize the Society, his Lordship was about to move the Thanks 
of the Meeting. ; 

Vou. VII. 19 
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Church Missionary Society.—Twenty-first Anniversary. 


On Monday evening, April the 30th, the Annual Sermon was 
preached at St. Bride’s Church, Fleet- Street, by the Rev. William 
Jowett, M. A. late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge, and one of 
the Society’s Representatives in the Mediterranean. 

At the Annual Meeting, which was held on Tuesday, May the 1st, 
at Freemason’s Hall, the noble President of the Society, Lord Gambier, 
took the chair at twelve o’clock, and opened the meeting in that spirit 
of piety and devotion, which has so great a tendency to give a right 
direction and tone to the proceedings on these occasions. 

From the Report, an abstract of which was read by the Secretary, it 
appeared that there had been an increase of about $4,450, in both the 
Receipts and Expenditure of the year—the Receipts of the twenty-first 
year have been rather more than $178,000, and its Expenditure 
$179,000. 

As the Resolutions convey a view of the chief points enlarged on in 
the Report, we subjoin some of them :— 


—That the Report now read, be received, and printe d under the direction of the 
Committee ; and that this Meeting, ona review of the past year, desires to express 
its humble thankfulness to Almighty God, for the continued increase both of the 
means and opportunities afforded to the Society, of promoting the knowledge of 
Christ inthe World; and that, feeling the necessity of earnest Prayer for the enlar- 
ged influences of the Holy Spirit on this Society, and on all the kindred institutions, 
this Meeting will labour to cherish the Spirit of Prayer, and affectionately urges a 
serious attention to this duty on all the Members of the Society. 

—That this Meeting, recognising the obligation on the Protestant Churches to 
communicate, inevery practicable way, the full light of the Holy Scriptures to such 
churches of Christ as are sufferimg under the want of that light ; and anticipating 
the beneficial effect on Jews, Mahomedans, and Heathens, of the enlightening and 
purifying of such Churches—witnesses, with thankfulness and joy, the rapid diffusion 
of the Scriptures round the Mediterranean, and the share which the Society’s Re- 
presentatives have been enabled to take in this labour. 

—That this Meeting witnesses with pleasure the increase of the Society’s exer- 
tions among the Heathens and Mahomedans of the British Empire in the East ; and 
begs to express its grateful acknowledgments to the Society’s friends at the three 
Presidencies of India, for their kind and assiduous attention to its concerns; and 
to all those Civil and Military Servants of the Crown, and of the Honourable the 
East India Company, who, in various ways, have promoted the objects of the 
Society. 

—That this Meeting regrets the necessity under which several of its friends have 
been laid of returning for a time from their labours, while it rejoices in the testimo- 
ny borne by them to the prospects of success in the places where they have 
laboured ; and the Meeting returns its cordial thanks to the Rev. William Jowett, 
for his Sermon preached at this Anniversary before the Society, and requests him 
to allow it to be printed with the Report. 


This last Resolution had reference to the Rev. W. Jowett, the Rev. 
Marmaduke Thompson, and the Rev. Thomas Rock Garnsey, from 
Sierra Leone, who had all left their labours through indisposition, and 
were present at the Meeting. 

Mr. Dealtry, in the course of his address, referred very feelingly to 
the views of the Missionary Cause with which Christians should be 
impressed as life draws toward its close :— 


I rejoice, (he said,) my Lord, at the Catholic spirit which prevails through this 
Report ; it speaks so honours ably of the labours of other similar institutions. Dearly 
as | love my own church, and this society, I sincerely rejoice that there are so 
nfany other institutions established for the same purpose, and prospering under the 
Divioe Blessing; and I am persuaded, that in that hour when all the things of 
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this world shal] appear in their real character—when vanity is inscribed on all 
earthly possessions—we shall feel most emphatically the importance of this Great 
Cause. The account in the Report of some legacies left to the Society, seems to 
show the propriety of the observation which I have just advanced. It brought to 
my recollection what I heard of an excellent lady who is now no more; when near 
death, she desired, by signs, to have a book read to her; several were brought, 
which did not appear to be whatshe meant: at length, the one was found to which 
she alluded, and, from the reading of which, she appeared to feel great pleasure. 
That book, my Lord, was the Missionary Register ; and, whether it might be from 
hearing of the extension of the glorious Gospel, or from a contemplation of the 
depth of the riches of the wisdom and power of God which that gospel reveals, that 
she derived so much joy, I would ask, where is the individual who would not wish 
to possess the same feelings under the same circumstances ? These, indeed, are the 
subjects on which we shall delight to dwell, if we are permitted to look down here- 
after from the heights of heaven on this lower world. 


Mr. Jowett and Mr. Thompson corroborated, from their own expe- 
rience, the testimony of other Christian residents in foreign parts, in 
respect to the numerous openings for successful labour. 

(To be Continued.) 





GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Extract from a “ Summary of Proceedings of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, in May, 1821.” From the Presbyterian 
Magazine. 


THE Assembly convened in the Seventh Presbyterian Church, in Philadelphia, 
Thursday the 17th of May last, and was opened at 11 o’clock, A. M. by the Rev. 
John M‘Dowell, D. D. moderator of the preceding Assembly, with a very appro- 
priate and animating sermon, from Mark xvi. 15. ‘* 4nd he said unto them, Go ye 
unto all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” His object chiefly was 
to impress on Christian ministers their duty of preaching the gospel as universally 
as possible, and on private members of the church, their obligations to promote by 
their prayers, contributions, and benevolent associations, the multiplication of well 
educated preachers, the establishment of missions, and the diffusion of the gospel 
among all the people on earth. 

Atthe opening of the Assembly, more than one hundred commissioners were pre- 
sent. They elected the Rev. William Hill, D. D. of Winchester, Virginia, Modera- 
tor for the present year, and the Rev. Robert Cathcart, D. D. temporary Clerk. 

On proper inquiry, it was ascertained that the Revised Forms of Government and 
Discipline, sent down to the presbyteries last year, had been adopted by a majority 
ofthem. Thirty seven was the smallest number of presbyteries which approved of 
any one article. The whole was, therefore, ratified and adopted by the Assembly, 
and has now become a part of the constitution of our church. 

An overture from the Synod of North Carolina, recommending that all our con- 
gregations should annually employ the afternoon or evening of the Wednesday pre- 
ceding the meeting of each Assembly, as a season of special prayer to Almighty 
God for his blessing on the General Assembly, was adopted. 

From the reports of the presbyteries represented in this Assembly this year, it ap- 
peared that there are seventy-three young men assisted by them, in different stages 
of their education for the gospel ministry. 

Monday, May 21, 182%, was principally occupied by the Assembly in receiving 
reports from the presbyteries and associations on the state of religion within their 
bounds; a summary of which may be found in the Narrative inserted wot mer third 
number.] On this auspicious day, however, the Assembly unanimously adopted the 
following minute. 

‘‘ Whereas the Associate Reformed Church and the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, are one in their confession of faith and form of govern- 
ment; and whereas the Assembly knows of no reason why these two ecclesiastical 
bodies should not become visibly one Church, as we trust we are one in Christ Jesus, 
to the glory of God :—Therefore resolved, that Dr. Green, Dr. Blatchford, Dr. 
M*‘Dowel], Mr. Benjamin Strong, and Mr. Henry Southard, be a committee to con- 
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fer on this subject with a similar committee from the Associate Reformed Synod now 
in session in this city, if they shall see fit to appoint one ; and that said committee 
report the result of their conference as soon as convenient.” 

The Associate Reformed Synod on the next day appointed a similar committee, 
consisting of the Rev. John M. Mason, D. D. Rev. Ebenezer Dickey, Rev. John 
Lind, Mr. William Wilson, and Mr. Joseph Cushing. ‘These two committees met 
in joint committee, with great cordiality; and having resolved unanimously, that an 
union of the two churches is both desirable and practicable, adopted the following 
articles as the basis of the same : 

‘© 1. The different presbyteries of the Associate Reformed Church shall either re- 
tain their separate organization, or shall be amalgamated with those of the General 
Assembly, at their own choice. Jn the former case, they shal] have as full powers 
and privileges as any other presbyteries in the united body, and shall attach them- 
selves to the synods most convenient.” 

© 2. The Theological Seminary at Princeton, under the care of the General As- 
sembly, and the Theological Seminary of the Associate Reformed Church, shall be 
consolidated.” 

‘¢ 3. Whereas moneys, to the amount of between nine and ten thousand dollars, 
which were given to the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, and of 
which the interest or product only was to be applied to the support of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary, were necessarily used in the current expenses thereof; which moneys 
so expended were assumed by the Synod as its own debt, at an interest of 7 percent. ; 
the united body agree to make a joint effort to repay the same, and will apply the 
interest accruing thereon to the maintenance of a Professership of Biblical Litera- 
ture, inthe Seminary at Princeton, analogous to that which now exists in the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Church: and until such professorship shall be established, the sai 
interest or product shall be used for the general purposes of the Seminary. 

64. The theological library and funds, belonging to the Associate Reformed 
Church, shall be transferred, and belong to the Seminary at Princeton.” 

On the 23d of May, the foregoing articles were reported to the General Assembly, 
and by that body unanimously adopted. With this auspicious result, the Assem- 
bly’s committee of conference were sent to the Synod; and soon after the Assembly 
received the corresponding committee of the Synod, who by their chairman, Dr. 
Mason, delivered the following communication. 

‘In General Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, Resolved, that this Synod 
approve of the planof union agreed upon by the joint committees, and refer the sine 
to the consideration of the different presbyteries, with an injunction to report their 
judgment to this Synod atits next meeting. By order, 

“R. M‘CARTEE, 
“Clerk of General Synod, Xe. 
“ Philadelphia, May 23d, 1821.” 


Here the matter must rest, until the five presbyteries of the Associate Church 
have acted on the overture sent down to them, but we confidently expect that they 
will adopt the articles of union, and appoint commissioners to our next General 
Assembly ; so that their Synod may be dissolved, and all its constituent branches be 
incorporated with us. 

From the compendious view of the statistical reports presented to the Assembly, 
it appears, that there are at present under its care 12 synods and 62 presbyteries. 
Fifty of these presbyteries sent up reports to this Assembly, but they were not all 
perfect. Forty eight only reported on the number of communicants added the last 
year, and forty-nine on the whole number of communicants. Forty-eight have re- 
ported on the number of baptisms. Of thirteen hundred congregations, the whole 
number reported by 50 presbyteries, five hundred and seventy-eight have reported 
the number of communicants added to them during the last year, to be 7,486 ; 
and 651 congregations the tatal number now in communion to be 71,364. Three 
hundred and seventy-three congregations have reported the instances of adult bap- 
tisms in them during the last year, which amount to 2,101; and 494 the cases of in- 
fant baptism, which amount to 8,105. The 50 presbyteries, which have reported, 
contain 546 ministers of the gospel who have pastoral charges, and 188 who have 
not, giving a total of 734; and have under their care 103 licentiates and 101 candi- 
dates. ‘The congregations within the bounds of these 50 presbyteries, which are 
statedly supplied, are 793; vacant and able to support a pastor, 103; united, able, 
20; and unable, in their present condition, 318. It is to be regretted that 12 pres- 
byteries should have made no returns; and that other large presbyteries should have 
reported little else than the names of theiy ministers and churches, Not half of the 
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{300 congregations reported, haye stated their increase during the last year; we 
may warrantably conclude therefore, since the whole number of communicants in 
651 congregations is upwards of 71,000, that the whple number in all our congrega- 
tions cannot be less than 142,000. The number of ordained ministers in our con- 
nexion we estimate at 1000. 

The Assembly divided the Synod of Geneva, and constituted the presbyteries of 
Niagara, Genessee, Rochester, and Ontario, into the Synod of Genessee. 

Wednesday evening was occupied by the Assembly as a special season of prayer, 
and the narrative on the state of religion was read by the Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, 
New-York, the writer of the same, to a large and attentive audience. The address 
of the Rev. John Truair, of the Presbytery of Otsego, was animating, and all the 
other exercises appropriate. 

Concerning the publication of the Revised Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church, the Assembly resolved to have the copyright secured, and to appoint in 
each synod a committee of three ministers, which is to contract for the payment to 
the treasurer of the Assembly of three cents on each copy published, by any printer 
or printers, or booksellers, who may be disposed to print the work ; to correct the 
proof sheets, and to authenticate the edition by their signatures. The profits arising 
trom the publication, are to be equally divided between the missionary funds of the 
Assembly, and the funds of the Theological Seminary at Princeton. 

The members of the several committees, respectively, are held responsible to the 
Church, for the accuracy of the editions which may be published under their super- 
intendency. The committee of the Synod of Philadelphia is charged with preparing 
an index to the volume ; and is required to publish the work as speedily as possible, 
that other editions may be copied from it. 

To the constitution is to be appended a Syslem of General Rules for Judicatories, 
designed to promote uniformity in the transaction of business. These rules have 
not been adopted by the presbyteries, and therefore form no part of the Constitution 
of the Church; but the Assembly approves of the same, and recommends them to all 
inferior judicatories to be adopted by them, tf they think proper, for their own go- 
vernment. 

The Assembly accepted the report of the Board of Missions, and directed the 
Treasurer to pay the sum of $2,275 52 to the missionaries employed during the last 
year. The monthly consideration to be allowed to the missionaries of the board, in 
future, was by act of Assembly reduced to $33. 

In acting on the reports of the directors of the Theological Seminary, the assembly 
approved of the employment of Mr. Charles Hodge, by the professors, as a teacher 
of the original languages of scriptures in the seminary, for the last year; and au- 
thorized the professors to employ him, or any other person whom they might judge 
qualified, for the same purpose, for the year ensuing, ata salary of $400. In addition 
to the unexpended balance of the last year’s appropriation, amounting to $448 44, 
the Assembly appropriated $4,200 for the current expenses of the present year. 
With a view to the holding of the real estate of the General Assembly, in the com- 
monwealth of New-Jersey, more securely than could otherwise be done, the direc- 
tors of the seminary were authorized to apply to the legislature of said common- 
wealth, for an act of incorporation, to be reported to the next Assembly for adoption. 
The Assembly moreover assumed the payment of $2,150 due for the professor’s 
house in Princeton, together with $850 for out-houses, fences, and a well; and di- 
rected the trustees of the General Assembly to borrow, on the best terms in their 
power, $3000 for the purpose of discharging the debt. At a meeting of the trustees 
soon after the adjournment of the Assembly, Alexander Henry, Esq. loaned the said 
sum, onthe bond of the trustees, at an interest of six per cent. 

From the report of the Board of Education to the Assembly, it appears, that only 
five auxiliary societies have made returns of their proceedings. The Presbyterian 
Education Society and its branches have assisted 58 beneficiaries sisce they com- 
menced their operations. Their receipts last year amounted to $2,310. T'he 
Education Society of Philadelphia have assisted 17 beneficiaries since their organi- 
zation; and have at present seven entirely dependent on their funds for clothing, 
books, board, and tuition; besides five others, whom they have assisted in part. 
This society has expended, in the last year, $1,392 75. The Presbytery of Redstone 
has formed a society auxiliary to the board, and supports two young men who are 
pursuing theiracademical studies. The Presbytery of Miamihas three beneficiaries, 
on whom they have expended in the last year $180. 

The Presbytery of Missouri have two beneficiaries under their care; but unable 
to support more than one, they ask that assistance frem the Board, which, alas! it 
is unable to give. 
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RELIGIOUS CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTH OF JULY. 


Ir is with no ordinary feelings of gratitude, and thanksgiving to God, 
that, amidst all the profligacy and noisy dissipation which marks the 
return of our country’s natal day, He has enabled us, this year, to record 
its celebration, in one place at least, where the eye of the Christian may 
rest with a pleasing hope, that the dawn of a day of better things has 
actually arisen. 

Notwithstanding our great respect for the venerable “ Sage of Quincy,” 
we could never approve his recommendation, that the people in all our ci- 
ties, towns.and villages should “ celebrate this day by firing squibs, guns, 
crackers and cannon,” and indulging in joyful mirth and glee. We be- 
lieve it would be far more becoming a Christian country, to spend this 
day in acts of solemn worship, thanksgiving and praise to Almighty 
God, for the blessings which He has conferred upon us, by casting our 
lot under a “free and independent” government, which overspreads 
the fairest, the most rich and comely portion of the globe; one con- 
nected, fertile, wide-spreading country, blessed with a great variety of 
soils and productions, watered by innumerable streams for the delight 
and accommodation of its inhabitants. God has been pleased to give 
“this one connected country to one connected people, speaking the same 
language, professing the same religion, attached to the same principles 
of government,” and permitted to “sit under their own vines and fig- 
trees, with no one to molest them or make them afraid.” How, then, 
does it become a Christian people to shut the doors of their places of 
worship, and devote this interesting anniversary, made sacred by the 
blood of the patriots of ’76, and more especially by the blessing of God 
upon their councils and efforts, to revelling and drunkenness? If pro- 
fessing Christians do not mingle in these scenes, does it comport with 
their professions to remain silent spectators? Brethren, these things 
ought not to be so. Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts, on this glorious jubilee, and let him return unto 
the Lord his God. Let all our places of public worship be opened, 
that “ the ringing of the beils” may no longer mock the emptiness of our 
rejoicing—let the ministers of the Gospel, with the people, go up to the 
house of the Lord, “ and come before his presence with thanksgiving, 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.” Let us “ enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.” Let the treasure 
which is usually squandered in idle, foolish, and sinful amusements, be 
brought as a free-will offering unto the Lord, for verily, “the people do 
perish for lack of knowledge.” 

Thanks be to God, more than one church has been open this day for 
hallowed purposes, and prayer has been offered up for the Holy Spirit 
to descend, and to dwell richly on our city, and we trust the Lord has 
heaid, and will grant an answer of peace. 





At sunrise this morning, the Beruet F.Lac was hoisted on the 
Mariner’s Cuurcn, and the exercises commenced at half past 10 o’clock. 
The Rev. Samugt H. Cox, who had been requested by the Committee 
of arrangements to deliver a discourse, opened the meeting by supplica- 
ting the throne of grace for a blessing on the exercises of the day. The 
100th psalm was sung, and was followed by an appropriate prayer. The 





—— 
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discourse was founded on Isaiah lx. 12. “ Forthe nations and kingdoms 
that will not serve me shall perish.” 





United General Prayer Meeting. 

In the afternoon, at four o’clock, the Monthly United Prayer Meeting 
was held in the same place. The Rev. Mr. Ballantine (baptist) presided. 
He read an account of the revival of religion in Bath, N. H. Ministers of 
several different denominations engaged in prayer. The Rev. William 
Patton read the following letter, received by one of the Committee of 
arrangements. It is the third of a series* from the pen of an eminent 
Christian, who has been the honoured instrument of doing much for his 
Master’s cause during the revival in Connecticut, and we hope it will be 
found as interesting and instructive to others as it has been to us. 





Progress of the Revival in Connecticut. 
New-Haven, June, 29, 1821. 

My Dear Srr,—During the time which has elapsed since my letter of April 
25, new instances of revivals have not occurred so frequently as they did at a former 
period, yet several have taken place, which have been important in their effects on 
the church, and animating to the hearts of christians. In most of those places where 
revivals began during the winter and spring, the good work still goes on; in some, 
with less vigour than formerly ; and in others, in a most powerful manner. In this 
town christians have not slumbered ; their prayers have been abundant, and have 
been offered up with faith and importunity ; indications of a refreshing shower are 
becoming daily more visible ; and a renewal of the display§ of divine mercy are 
confidently expected by our praying people. 

After an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, christians are very apt to feel as if God 
had done great things for them, and they ought therefore to rejoice, and be satisfied, 
and not be so importunate as to ask for still greater favours; forgetting that giving 
does not impoverish the Almighty giver, and that withholding does not enrich him. 
They are apt to overlook this great truth, that the glory of the Divine Being is in- 
creased in exact proportion as sinners are brought into his kingdom. With these 
views, they relax their efforts ; they cast off fear ; they restrain prayer, and the 
blessing nolonger descends. But why should revivals stop? why should not all the 
people of a town be converted? Is not God still willing to be gracious? we know 
that he is; but we know likewise, that he will be inquired of by the house of Israel, 
the church of God, to do it for them. I have been informed that in one town in 
New-England, there has been a revival for ten years, and it still goes on. Why 
should it not continue until the Millennium? why should it not continue until the 
judgment day ? 

There are some facts which have come to my knowledge, which, perhaps, it may 
be interesting to relate. In a village at the distance of eight miles from this place, 
where our brethren have laboured from week to week, a revival commenced during 
the winter, and I believe still continues. Previous to the commencement of the 
gracious work, there were eleven brethren and sisters of the church in the village, 
and during its progress, twenty-six have become hopefully pious; making thirty- 
seven christian people, in a population which does not exceed fifty-three persons 
from 15 years of age and upwards.—In one of the villages of this town, there were 
about forty communicants a year ago; since that time as many as sixty new con- 
verts have given good evidence that they have become children of God; and the 
whole number of inhabitants does not exceed four hundred. This little flock feel 
so animated, in consequence of the abundant shower which has descended upon 
them, that they consider themselves strong enough by enlarging the circle, and in- 
cluding one hundred more inhabitants, to build a meeting house and settle a minis- 
ter ; and it is probable that these good intentions will be carried into execution. 

The Prayer of Faith has been a subject much thought of, and often discussed at 
our conferences and smaller circles. Although there may be some difference of 
opinion among Christians on this subject, our brethren generally believe, that when 
temporal! blessings are asked for, such as health, prosperity in business, fruitful sea- 
sons, &c. the petitions should be made in entire subordination to the divine will, 
and with resignation to the allotments of his providence ; but when we ask for an 


* See Christian Herald, vol. VII. p. 732, and p. 22 of this volume, 
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effusion of his Holy Spirit, and for a revival of religion among us, we are to come 
boldly to the throne of grace, with no reservation, with no hesitation, for we know 
the will of God on this subject. He has expressly said, and with an oath, * that 
he has no pleasure in the death of the sinner, but w ould rather that he should turn 
and live ;” He has said also, ** that he is more willing to give his Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him, than parents are to give good gifts to their children.” We feel there- 
fore, that there is no doubt on this subject, but that we may pray for this immense 
blessing with full confidence that it will be granted ; and we believe that it always 
will be granted where the prayers and the labours are accompanied with faith. 
Allow me to mention an instance or two, among several which have come to my 
knowledge, where the blessing has been given. Ina town, twenty miles north of this, 
a small number of the members of the church awaked a few weeks since, and agreed 
to meet for prayer occasionally, and make an individual, who was an influential 
man in the town, and opposed to vital piety, the particular subject of prayer. 
They met accordingly, and prayed for this man from time to time, and ina short 
period he becaine a subject of deep conviction, and is now rejoicing in hope 
that he has become a child of God. This little circle of believersthen took a second 
person, and prayed for him, and he too became a convert, and both are now 
propounded for admission to the church. A third person was then selected 
and prayed for, and it is understood that he is becoming uneasy in his mind, and 
is inquiring what he shall do. Not only has the prayer of faith, occasionally offered, 

been blessed, but likewise the prayer of faith when accompanied with importunily. 

A mechanic of my acquaintance, who isa man of ardent piety, said to his wife some 
time last winter, there are seven in our family, and among our journeymen and ap- 
preutices, who are still out of Christ. Why should they not be brought into the 
kingdom? Let us resolve that we will take one of them, and make that one a subject 
of prayer,’ and exhort him in conversation to flee fromthe wrath to come? The plan 
was determined on. They carried it into execution that very night. They spent almost 
the whole of the first night in prayer. In a few days the individual for whom they 
prayed became hopefully piotis. He then united his prayers and efforts with those of 
the man and his wife for the salvation of a second member of the family ; in a few 
days this one became, as they believed, an heir of the promises; then the third, and 
fourth, and fifth, and sixth, and one only now remains out of the ark of safety. 

The view which I have given of the efficacy of faithful and importunate prayer, 
seems not to be confined to Christians in New-Haven. In an account, which I 
lately read of a revival at Bath, in New-Hampshire, as given by the minister, it is 
stated, that in a neighbourhood where every wife was a member of the Church, and 
not one of the husbands was a professing Christian, the wives agreed that they 
would meet together from time to time, and pray for the salvation of their husbands. 
They did meet and pray accordingly, and during the revival at Bath every one of 
those men has become a subject of the work. These facts appear to me to speak 
volumes. Why should not all Christians follow these examples? Why should not 
little circles of wives meet together by agreement, and pray for their husbands ; and 
husbands for their wives? Why should not parents meet together and pray for their 
children; and children for their parents? And why should not the blessing be grant- 
ed? There is but one reason, the want of faith. Unbelief is the crying sin of Chris- 
tian countries. It is the crying sin of the professing people of God. It obscures the 
splendour of that light, which ought to be exhibited in the life and conversation of 
every brother and sister of the church. It prevents the blessings of heaven from 
descending upon the sinful family of Adam. 

I am, Sir, your friend and christian brother. 


Rev. WILLIAM Warp.—On Friday evening, the 18th of May, a public service 
was held in the Eagle-street Meeting, London, for the special purpose of commend- 
ing to the Divine protection and blessing our dear brother, Mr. Ward, Mrs. Mossh- 
man and her family, and Mr. and Mrs. Mack, who were about to proceed to India, 
by the Abberton, Capt. Gilpin. Another meeting was appointed for Tuesday even- 
ing, the 22d, the anniversary of the Baptist Missionary Society. 

Mr. Ward collected for the SERAMPORE COLLEGE, in England and Scotland, 
about 16,450 dollars, and nearly 10,000 dollars in the United States, 


The Rev. Mr. Tyerman and Mr. Bennet, the gentlemen who compose the deputa- 
tion from the London Missionary Society, to visit Otaheite, Mc. with the Rev. Mr. 
Jones (missionary) and wife, Mr. Armitage, wife and two children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Blossom, embarked at Gravesend, on the 5th of May, on board the T'uscan, (a 
whaler.) They did not, however, leave the latter place until the 8th, when they 
proceeded on their voyage with a fair wind. They earnestly desire the prayers of 
:!l pious persons for their safe and prosperous vovage. 


THe Scamaws Magasine. 


They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 1 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 


—— oe 




















Society ror Promorinc THE GosPpEL AMONG SEAMEN IN THE 
Porr or New-York. 


Annual Report, Presented June, 1821. 
(Concluded from page 125.) 


WITtTH# so important a field of usefulness in view, it is a matter of re- 
gret, that the pecuniary embarrassments of the society are such as essen- 
tially to retard its proceedings. ‘The ‘Treasurer’s account, herewith pre- 
sented, will exhibit the state of the funds of the association; by this it 
will be perceived that the church cost $16,000, land and building in- 
cluded, which, together with incidental expenses, including the rent of 
the room first made use of, renders the aggregate expenditure, since the 
formation of the institution, $17,500; of this sum, $10,500, have been 
aaised by subscriptions, donations and collections in the church ; $6,000 
have been obtained from one of the Insurance Offices, at an interest of 
seven per cent. per annum, secured by a mortgage on the land and build- 
ing; and there is beside, a floating debt of $1,000, for which the in- 
dividual responsibility of some of the members of the board has been 
given. The interest on the total debt of the Church amounts to nearly 
$500 per annum, which, together with necessary expenses, such as the 
pay of the visiting pastor, of the chorister and attendant, lights, fuel, 
&c. makes the annual disbursements of the society not less than $1,100. 
To meet this, the institution has no other provision than the collections 
taken up after the several services in the Church, and these do not 
exceed on an average, $500 per annum. By a provision of the con- 
stitution, annual subscribers were to pay five dollars yearly to entitle 
them to membership, but by another provision, all who oes $50 and 
upwards, were entitled to membership for life. But few anual subscri- 
bers were obtained in the first instance, and most of these, afterwards 
becoming members for life, by paying the sum required, could not be 
subjected to further payments. ‘The amount of the life subscriptions 
having been wholly swallowed up in the erection of the church, the 
society is now left without any income to be calculated upon. The 
weekly contributions being so insufficient for the current purposes of 
the year, it is evident, that the institution must not only be without a 
settled preacher, but the hazard is also incurred of having all the efforts 
hitherto made rendered abortive, by the necessity of foreclosing the 
mortgage for the payment of the principal and interest. 

The Directors trust, that with these circumstances before them, the 
friends of the institution will fully appreciate both its usefulness and 
its wants, and that there may be found some who will afford the assist- 
ance so much required. 

Vou. VIII. 20 
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The Port of London Society, whose objects are precisely similar to 
those of this body, received from the London Assurance Company, and 
from the Royal Exchange Assurance Company, a donation of 50 guineas 
each, from the East India Company 100 guineas, from the Bank of 
England, £100, from the Company of Drapers, £50, besides smaller 
donations from other mercantile societies ; so well were these associations 
convinced, that the moral improvement of seamen is a desirable object, 
even in a commercial point of view. In the hope that the same object 
would be surveyed in as favourable a light on this side the Atlantic, an 
application was made to the several Insurance Companies of this city ; 
hitherto nothing has been realized from this quarter, although your board 
are not without hope, that the subject will meet hereafter with the con- 
sideration it deserves. An application has likewise been made to the 
state legislature for some assistance, this has not yet been successful, 
and the directors are under the necessity of appealing to the liberality 
of the friends of the institution, and to the benevolence of the public, as 
the only resources now left them. 

Amidst the difficulties attending the efforts of this association, it has 
been no small encouragement to the directors to behold a spirit of zeal 
and activity in the same cause excited in other parts of the United 
States, as wellasin Europe. Your board early opened a correspondence 
with the Society in London for promoting the religious mstruction of 
seamen, and several very interesting communications have been received 
from that body. Before entering, however, into any detail of the 
operations of foreign institutions, it is proper, in the order of this report, 
to notice what has been effected in other ports of the United States. 

At Boston, a place of public worship for seamen was opened on the 
9th August, 1818, in a hall conveniently situated in the centre of a 
large range of stores, on one of the principal wharves of that town. 
The rent is generously given by the proprietors of the building, and the 
meeting is conducted under the patronage of the “ Boston Society for 
the religious and moral instruction of the poor.” A flag, présented by 
“ several female friends to the welfare of seamen,” is hoisted over the 
place during the hours of service, which is usually well attended. The 
room is capable of containing about 400, and is frequented principally 
by seafaring persons. The Rev. Mr. Jenks, under whose care the 
establishment ‘has been placed, remarks respecting it, “ Profanity is 
more discoumtenanced and prevails less amongst our sailors. The 
thoughtless extravagance and boisterous merriment, heretofore so cha- 
racteristic of their deportment, are in a considerable degree checked ; the 
sabbath exhibits, along our wharves, a different appearance from former 
scenes, and, in some instances, evidence has been afforded of very serious 
religious impressions on the heart.” 

The example of New-York and Boston did not pass unheeded in 
Philadelphia. In the summer of 1819, an institution for the religious 
improvement of seamen was contemplated in that city, and on the 17th 
October, of the same year, a place of worship was opened in a large sail 
loft, capable of containing about 700 persons. Here divine service 
has been ever since regularly attended by seafaring persons and their 
families, under the ministry of the Rev. Joseph Eastburn, who also 
avails himself of the opportunity for distributing amongst the seamen 
such religious tracts as are best calculated for their instruction. The 
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institution has enjoyed the support and countenance of several of the 
most respectable individuals in that city, amongst whom it is honoura- 
ble to mention the influence and example of commodore Dale, who has 
taken much interest in the success of the establishment. Mr. Eastburn 
states, that a sensible improvement in the moral character of sailors, 
has been observed by several merchants and shipmasters, in that port, 
and so much good effect has already resulted, that prayer meetings 
have been held on board of vessels lying at the wharves, in which the 
exercises have been conducted by shipmasters and others of the pro- 
fession. 

An establishment of the same kind has been for some time in opera- 
tion in Charleston, 8. C. but your board are not yet in possession of 
the particulars respecting it. There is no doubt, however, that these mea- 
sures will become general throughout the seaports of the United States. 
And, as a proof of the extent to which they may be carried, the interest- 
ing fact has been cited, that not long since a meeting for public worship 
was opened for the first time, ina port of Alabama, by two masters of 
vessels, one of them from the city of New-York. Such an example of 
christian principle, and of praiseworthy independence of character, it is 
to be hoped will be remembered by many of our maritime fellow chris- 
tians ; and may we not trust, that henceforth in every port, where the 
stripes of our union are unfurled, there will be found American citizens, 
whose pious care will provide for some attention to the public duties of 
religion amongst their countrymen ? 


As we have so recently laid before our readers a full account of the progress of 
the Institutions in England for promoting religion among seamen, we shall omit the 
review of their proceedings, contained in this part of the report. 


Your board have the pleasure of adding that the exertions of the 
friends of seamen, on this side of the Atlantic, meet with the most cor- 
dial sympathy from their christian brethren in Great Britain, a sympathy 
which, amongst its other blessings, we may trust, will be the means of 
promoting such a spirit of peace and good-will between the two coun- 
tries, as will leave room only for a generous emulation in their respective 
efforts to improve the condition of mankind, and to advance the interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The Port of London Society have transmitted to your Board a hand- 
some print, representing both the exterior and interior of the Ark ; they 
have also forwarded a copy of the Seaman’s Manual of Devotion, publish- 
ed by them, together with several of their reports, and have requested 
this board to cause it to be publicly announced in the Mariners’ Church, 
that the company of American seamen will be deemed a great acquisi- 
tion in the Ark ; and Mr. Wilberforce, in a letter upon the subject, thus 
expresses himself: ‘ T quite rejoice in your New-York intelligence, and 
I do cherish the hope, that these various Christian institutions on both 
sides of the Atlantic will bind us together in bonds of love, which may 
prevent all future differences.” 

In contemplating the generous efforts thus making, by Christians of a 
variety of denominations, for promoting the present happiness and eter- 
nal salvation of a large but long neglected portion of our fellow beings, 
what heart, warmed with christian love, or even with the milk of human 
kindness, but must feel a disposition to lend some aid .in this work of 
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benevolence. The example of our British friends must teach us that 
there should be no bounds to our exertions in the cause of piety and truth. 
The work of a faithful servant of the blessed Jesus, who came to seek 
and to save those who are lost, is never done while there is any thing 
left undone. 

in America, as this report has exhibited, your board trusta commence- 
ment is made which promises a glorious result. ‘The work, at first so 
discouraging, is now in the full tide of successful experiment ; but much, 
it is evident, remains to be performed. In effecting what has been ac- 
complished, the society has become embarrassed with a heavy debt, 
even the interest of which they are unable to provide for :—they are be- 
sides, with scarcely an annual subscriber; and without the means of em- 
ploying that regular pastoral and spiritual assistance which constitute 
the most important part of the undertaking. 

The Board of Directors ask for help from every friend of the institu- 
tion, from every christian, from every friend to the country, and from 
every friend to humanity. To the merchant, and to all whose circum- 
stances will admit of it, they look for that pecuniary aid, so indispensable 
to the accomplishment of their plans: and from the mariners, and from 
every seafaring person, whether rich or poor, they hope to receive that 
countenance and friendly disposition so essential to seeure to the institu- 
tion the good effect it is calculated to produce. The time is fast ap- 
proaching when the distinctions of dress and of occupation, will avail 
us nothing ; when all that can interest merchants or seamen will be the 
improvement they have made of their respective privileges, and of 
their means of doing good. Happy will it then be for those who have 
profited by the toils of seamen, if they have not omitted to provide for 
the welfare of their souls. 

By order of the Board, 
P. PERIT, 
Corresponding Secretary: 





Officers elected for the year 1821-22. 


Jonathan Little, Esq. President ; Divie Bethune, Esq. first Vice-President; Cor- 
nelius Du Bois, Esq. second Vice-President; John Westfield, Esq. third Vice-Presi- 
dent; Najah Taylor, Esq. fourth Vice-President ; Rufus Davenport, Esq. Treasu- 
rer; Peletiah Perit, Esq. Corresponding Secretary; Heman Averill, Esq. Record- 
ing Secretary. 

Directors.—Mr. Moses Allen; Capt: Reuben Brumley ; Capt. John Brown ; Mr. 
William Cairns; Mr. William Couch; Mr. John S. Crary; Mr. Lockwood De 
Forest ; Capt. Jona. Eldridge ; Mr. Rensselaer Havens; Capt. Gabriel Havens; 
Mr. David G. Hubbard; Mr. John R. Hurd; Daniel Lord, Jun. Esq. ; Rev. Sam- 
uel Nott; Mr. Joel Post; Mr. Anson G. Phelps; Mr. Fred. W. Porter; Mr. Geo. 
P. Shipman; Mr. Fanning Tucker; Mr. John Withington; Mr. Francis B. Win- 
throp, Jr. ; Capt. Isaac Waite. 


Standing Committees. 
Commiitee of Arrangements.—N. Taylor ; W. Cairns; J. Westfield; L. De 
Forest; Fred. W. Porter. 
Committee for the Sunday Schools-—George P. Shipman; Fred. W. Porter. 


Committee for the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magasine.—John R. Hurd : 
George P. Shipman; Rey. Samuel Nott. 
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Bethel Flag. 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 
(Continued from page 128.) 


Tuesday, June 26.—This morning, at sunrise, the Bethel Flag was 
hoisted at the mast head of the ship Otho, captain Gifford, lying at Fly- 
market wharf. 

In the evening the seamen assembled on the deck of the ship, and at 
8 o’clock the exercises were commenced by the Committee of the Bethel 
Union. Mr. 8. addressed the meeting with a few remarks explanatory 
of the object and plan of the prayer meetings, and urged seamen to attend 
to the concerns of their souls. ‘The Seaman’s Psalm was sung, and cap- 
tain W. led in prayer. Mr. K. T. read the Rev. Mr. Eastburn’s 
letter, published im the 2d number of this Magazine. ‘The.Rev. Mr. 
Nichols, Missionary, addressed the meeting, and was followed with 
prayer, by Mr. K. T. 

Captain H. then sung the Sailor’s Song, and the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Mr. Nichols. 

Thursday, June 28.—This evening the Bethel prayer meeting was 
held on board the schooner Haxall, captain Holmes, at Coffee-House 
slip. The exercises were commenced at 8 o’clock, with singing a hymn 
from the collection’ published by the London Seaman’s Society, and 
prayer by Mr. L. B. After singing another hymn Mr. F’. read the 51st 
Psalm. Capt. W. (late of the brig Seine,) Capt. P. and Capt. Holmes, of 
the Haxall, addressed the meeting. Dr. D. 8. B. engaged in prayer: an- 
other hymn was sung, and captain Hallet made a short address, and 
the concluding prayer. _The number of hearers assembled on the deck 
of the vessel, and on the wharf, probably exceeded 200, amongst whom 
we were pleased to see a number of merchants, whose interest for the 
welfare of seamen will surely be excited and increased, by witnessing 
these solemn, orderly, and interesting meetings. 

Capt. Holmes addressed his brother commanders, on the duty and 
importance of assembling their crews, both morning and evening, and 
reading to them a portion of the word of God, and engaging in prayer, 
or where this latter exercise was dispensed with, from any peculiar ina- 
bility, the reading of the Scriptures should never be omitted. We 
have since been informed of two captains who had never attended to the 
duties urged upon them so affectionately by capt. H., in the address 
above alluded to, that assembled their crews that very night, and, for 
the first time, read to them a chapter in the Bible, and prayed with them. 
‘Two other captains, we have been told, have since followed this excel- 
lent example. After the conclusion of the exercises, a lady presented an 
elegant “ Bethel Flag,” which she had made during the day, to the 
committee, with a desire that it might be sent asa donation from the N. 

Y. Bethel Union to the merchants in Bermuda, for the use of the ship- 
ping there. The Flag was accepted by captain Prince, and early the 
next morning it was put under the care of a lady, about to sail for Ber- 
muda, who kindly took it in charge, as also some Reports and copies 
of the Seaman’s Magazine, and a letter from the secretary, to two mer- 
chants at St. George’s and Hamilton. 

This day, a large Lantern was presented to the Bethel Union, to be 
hoisted at the mast-head of vessels as a night-signal for Bethel Prayer 
Meetings, 
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Friday, July 29.—This evening, the Bethel Prayer Meeting was 
held on board the ship Camillus at Stevens’s Wharf; the meeting was 
opened with prayer by Mr. P After singing a hymn, Mr. K. T. 
read the 3d chapter of Acts, and Mr. W. prayed. Mr. T. having men- 
tioned that an opportunity would now be offered to any person who 
wished to make any remarks appropriate to the occasion, Mr. F. late 
mate of the Elizabeth, made a short address, and engaged in prayer. 
The meeting was then concluded with singing. 

The friends of seamen will be pleased to learn, that the number of 
seamen who attend these meetings increases, and that the most profound 
attention is paid during the exercises, which do not exceed one hour. 

The plan which the Committee have adopted for conducting the 
meetings is a good one. It is not intended that the exercises shall 
exceed one hour. This will afford sufficient time for five or six short 
prayers to be made, interspersed with singing two or three verses, 
reading portions of Scripture, or accounts of the progress of the Gospel 
among seamen, and making one or two short addresses. Each part 
of the exercises should be short, and have a direct reference to that 
class of people for whose benefit the institution was founded. 

(To be Continued.) 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Extract of a letter from Tuomas Puiuirs, Esa. Secretary of the 
“ British and Foreign Seaman’s Friend Society and Bethel Union,’ 
to the Rev. Warp STarrorp. 


A.ruoucH much good has been already done, there is yet a vast field 
for labour lying open before us; we at present see only the droppings 
before the shower, which will most assuredly take place, as it is pro- 
mised, “ the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto God.” 

The committee have ordered a Bethel Flag to be presented to our 
friends in New-York, as a testimony of their esteem for the exertions 
they are making in attempting to furn poor thoughtless sailors from sin 
and satan unto Ged. My very worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. Allen, of 
Tenessee, will shortly return and deliver it to you. He has attended 
our prayer meetings on the Thames, and preached to the sailors, and 
will be able to give you a better description of the glorious work than I 
can. 

I hope to hear of this flag being hoisted from ship to ship in the port 
of New-York, and that sailors will be found crowding around this blessed 
standard. 

Last Tuesday evening was our Monthly Prayer Meeting, when there 
were nearly 200 seamen on the deck of a Collier. Mr. Allen preached 
from the first part of the 3d John, and was very animated. At the latter 
eud of his discourse he was led to speak of the uncertainty of life—that 
we could not tell what a day may bring forth ; and that, perhaps, some 
who were present might be in eternity to-morrow. On the following 
evening a young sailor who was at that prayer meeting, in going over 
the tier, slipped—he fell into the river and was drowned. How earnest 
should we be in the work the Lord has put into our hands ;—with this 
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poor youth “the harvest is past, and the summer is ended.”” May we 


employ the talents given to us, that God may be glorified in the salva- 
tion of sinners. 





AWFUL WARNING TO SAILORS. 


Some few months ago, during divine service on board the Receiving 
ship at the navy-yard, (Brooklyn,) one of the men contrived to slip out 
of the congregation, beckoned to one of his shipmates, and went below. 
He did not, however, escape unobserved; an officer followed him on 
tiptoe, and the man, presuming that it was his comrade, said, in an under 
voice, “ come, let us have a snug game at cards.” When the service 
was over, the culprit was summoned by the commanding officer, who 
severely reprimanded him before the assembled crew, and dismissed him 
with these words, “how do you know but this may be the last oppor- 
tunity you will have of hearing a sermon.” The next morning he fell 
from the mast head, and was picked up a corpse. 

Three Sabbaths ago, during divine service in the same place, a man 
behaved with so little decorum, that an officer was sent to check him. 
After service the offender was publicly rebuked—was reminded of the 
preceding anecdote, and dismissed with this remark, “ who can tell but 
this may be your fate to-morrow?” The next morning he was ordered 
to perform some duty aloft, fell from the mast head, and was picked up 
a corpse. This narrative requires no comment.—Long Island Patriot, 
July 3, 1821. 





MERCHANT SEAMEN’S AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Monday, May 14th, the third Anniversary of this Society was 
held at the City of London Tavern. The great room was filled by a 
numerous assemblage of ladies and gentlemen. 

Lord Viscount Exmouth, who was unanimously called to the Chair, 
opened the business of the day. 

The Report was read by the Secretary, and gave an encouraging out- 
line of the proceedings of the Committee during the last year, and of the 
support which they had received in their exertions from several corporate 
bodies : the testimonies to the ameliorated habits and conduct of that in- 
teresting class of society, the Merchant Seamen, were every day accumu- 
lating. The Society had distributed, during the last year, at the Graves- 
end station only, 816 Bibles, and 1096 Testaments. 

Admiral Sir James Saumarez, in a speech, in which he gave his pow- 
erful testimony to the beneficial effects that the distribution of the Bible 
among seamen is calculated to produce, moved that the Report be agreed 
to and received; which was seconded by Mr. Barclay. 

Col. Monro, the Rev. G. Clayton, the Earl of Rocksavage, the Rev. 
Dr. Steinkopff, Col. Parry, and Mr. Stephens, Master in Chancery, al- 
so addressed the meeting. 

The motion was carried unanimously, as was a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman ; after which a liberal collection was made. 
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For the Seaman’s Magazine. 
MARINER’S HYMN. 


AwAkE! brother sailor, to Jesus attend, 

For he is your Pilot, your Captain, your Friend ; 
Attend to his counsel, he bids you beware 

The quicksands of error, the enemy’s snare. 


Oh, hearken, oh, hearken, his sound is still nigh, 

He speaks to your souls by his voice in the sky, 

And when the winds blow, and the tempests do roar, 
And lightnings flash vengeance o’er ocean and shore— 


Yes, hark! ’tis his voice in the heavens you hear, 
A voice, which, like music, shall fall on the ear 
Of the man safely moored from billows that roll, 
But burst in full wrath on the sinner’s bare al: 


Then will you, dear shipmates, to eternity’s ocean, 
Put forth in a bark tost in angry commotion, 

And ne’er take a chart which shall pilot you far, 
And well teach you to steer—by Bethlehem’s Star ? 


Oh look to the heaven! ’tis darkened, ’tis dark, 

In all its vast arch, not a light for your bark, 

Save one, which no night can its radiance e’er mar,— 
’Tis Bethlehem’s radiance—Eternity’s Star. 


Then let Bethlehem’s radiance empower your soul, 
With force as efficient as needle to pole, 
Then safely you’ll weather this world of commotion, 


And splice the main-brace on Eternity’s Ocean. 
A. 7. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

“ Amicus;” “ CLEMENTIA;” and “A Spy,” are received: “*A SUNDAY 
ScHoo. TE ACHER,” and the Report of the “ Female Missionary Society,” shall 
have a place in our next. 

After due consideration, we think it not best to publish the request of “‘ Erasmus.” 
The answer he would receive might not be considered satisfactory to him, though it 
is fully soto us. He who can adduce sufficient evidence to prove a fact may not 
always have the minutia of those facts at hand; and ifhe had, it might not always 
be useful to make them public. If ‘ Erasmus” will call on us, we think we can 
satisfy him by a personal interview. 





NOTICE. 
The serenth United General Prayer Meeting will be held on Tuesday afternoon, 
the 7th of August, in the Mariners’ Church, in Roosevelt-street, at 4 o’clock. 





ERRATA.—In some of the copies of this number the following errata occur—p. 
136, 6th line from the bottom, for ** above” read below ; p. 132, 2d line from the top, 
read and, 
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